
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/759,404 



01/16/2004 



08/30/2006 



25537 7590 

VERIZON 

PATENT MANAGEMENT GROUP 
1515 N. COURTHOUSE ROAD 
SUITE 500 

ARLINGTON, VA 22201-2909 



Gagan Puranik 



SKY03012 



7481 



EXAMINER 



TAYLOR, BARRY W 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2617 

DATE MAILED: 08/30/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/759,404 


Applicant(s) 

PURANIKET AL 


Examiner 

Barry W. Taylor 


Art Unit 

2617 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 10135 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1 . The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 11-15 
are non-statutory because the program needs to be encoded on a readable storage 
medium and the "carrying of sequences" also cause 101 issues. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 20 start out 
as apparatus claim but contains "the method comprising" language. Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-7, 9-12 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



anticipated by Chang et al (2005/0227709 hereinafter Chang). 
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Regarding claim 6. Change teaches a system for transmitting assistance 
location information to a plurality of telemetry devices over a two-way wireless network 
(tile, abstract), the system comprising: 

a location server configured to generate the assistance location information form 
a location reference network within the wireless network (see figure 1 wherein location 
server 170 used to provide telemetry device 160 location information obtained from a 
reference network 130 and 110 figure 2); and 

a message server configured to broadcast the assistance location information to 
the plurality of telemetry devices over the wireless network (see message server "A- 
GPS Server" item 140 in figure 1 used to broadcast location information to telemetry 
device 160); 

wherein the telemetry devices are configured to determine respective locations of 
the telemetry devices independently from the location reference network when out of 
coverage of the wireless network (see paragraphs 0015, 0028, 0032-0033, 0035 - 
0038, 0041 wherein Change discloses that server can calculate position of mobile 
device or the mobile device my itself calculate its position). 

Regarding claim 7. Chang teaches an Assisted-Global Positioning System (See 
"A-GPS Server" item 140 in figure 1). 

Regarding claim 9. Change teaches server receives request for location 
information (abstract, paragraphs 0007, 0010 - 0012, 0014 - 0015, see well known 
point-to-point position service in paragraph 0022, 0026, 0028 - 0038, 0041). 
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Regarding claim 10. Change teaches telemetry devices are within a common 
zone among a plurality of zones within the wireless network (see 110 figure 1 and 
expanded view in figure 2 wherein plurality of zones are shown). 

Method claims 1 , 2, 4 and 5 are rejected for the same reasons as apparatus 
claims 6, 7, 9 and 10 since the recited apparatus would perform the claimed method 
steps. 

Program claims 1 1 , 12, 14 and 15 are rejected for the same reasons as 
apparatus and method claims 1-2, 4-7 and 9-10 since the recited apparatus and method 
would perform the claimed program steps. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 3, 8, 13 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chang et al (2005/0227709 hereinafter Chang) in view of Diacakis et 
al (2004/0185875 hereinafter Diacakis). 

Regarding claims 3, 8 and 13. Chang does not use schedule. 

Diacakis also teaches network assisted GPS or A-GPS (paragraph 0028) 
wherein scheduled location updates are used (paragraphs 0017 - 0018) to verify 
location of an employee, as well as, increasing the accuracy of location monitoring. 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to utilize the teachings of Diacakis into the teachings of Chang in order to 
allow companies the ability to verify locations of employees during workdays. 

Regarding claim 20. Chang teaches an apparatus for obtaining location 
information over a two way wireless network (title, abstract and figure 1), the apparatus 
comprising: 

means for transmitting a request for assistance location information to a location 
server over the wireless network, wherein the location server generates the assistance 
location information from a location reference network within the wireless network (see 
figure 1 wherein location server 170 used to provide telemetry device 160 location 
information obtained from a reference network 130 and 110 figure 2); 

means for receiving a response from the location server over a point-to-point 
channel of the wireless network, the response containing the location assistance 
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information (see figure 1 wherein location server 170 used to provide telemetry device 
160 location information obtained from a reference network 130 and 110 figure 2); and 

Chang does not mention using periodic message broadcasting. 

Diacakis also teaches network assisted GPS or A-GPS (paragraph 0028) 
wherein scheduled location updates are used (paragraphs 0017 - 0018) to verify 
location of an employee, as well as, increasing the accuracy of location monitoring. 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to utilize the teachings of Diacakis into the teachings of Chang in order to 
allow companies the ability to verify locations of employees during workdays. 

Regarding claim 21. Chang teaches an Assisted-Global Positioning System 
(See "A-GPS Server" item 140 in figure 1). 

Regarding claim 22. Chang teaches the apparatus can calculate the location 
itself (see paragraphs 0015, 0028, 0032-0033, 0035 - 0038, 0041 wherein Change 
discloses that server can calculate position of mobile device or the mobile device my 
itself calculate its position). 

Regarding claims 23. Chang does not use schedule. 

Diacakis also teaches network assisted GPS or A-GPS (paragraph 0028) 
wherein scheduled location updates are used (paragraphs 0017 - 0018) to verify 
location of an employee, as well as, increasing the accuracy of location monitoring. 
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It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to utilize the teachings of Diacakis into the teachings of Chang in order to 
allow companies the ability to verify locations of employees during workdays. 

Method claims 16-19 are rejected for the same reasons as apparatus claims 20- 
23 since the recited apparatus would perform the claimed method steps. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W. Taylor, telephone number (571) 272-7509, who 
is available Monday-Thursday, 6:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost, can be reached at (571) 272-7872. The central facsimile 
phone number for this group is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 2600 receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2600, the 2600 Customer Service telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Centralized Delivery Policy: For patent related correspondence, hand carry 
deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now located at the Randolph 
Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314), and facsimile transmissions must 
be sent to the central fax number (571-273-8300). 



Conclusion 



Barry W. Taylor 
Art Unit 2617 




